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OF THE
TRICKS
TRADE

OPPOSITE While designer 
Natalie Chong (pictured) 
opted for mostly budget-
friendly, low-commitment 
items for her rental condo,  
the living room’s cream linen 
sofa is a classic piece she  
will keep for many years. 

DESIGN, Nest Design Studio, 
nestdesignstudio.ca; Gull Wing 
Gray 2134-50 WALL PAINT, Benja-
min Moore; custom SOFA, Grand 
Dukes Design and Upholstery; 
OTTOMAN, Urban Barn; SIDE 
TABLE, West Elm; RUG, TABLE 
LAMP BASE, HomeSense; ART-
WORK, Linelle LeMoine; TABLE 
LAMP SHADE, Pottery Barn; TOSS 
CUSHION with tassels, Amber 
Interiors; custom TOSS CUSH-
IONS, Shop Nest TO; FLORAL 
ARRANGEMENTS (throughout), 
Sweet Woodruff.
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Designer Natalie Chong’s light-challenged 
interior proves that with a little creativity  

and a few insider tricks, you can turn a small 
rental condo into something amazing.

TEXT JENNIFER HUGHES  |  PHOTOGRAPHY ASHLEY CAPP  |  STYLING ANN MARIE FAVOT
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“I used four different shades from one strip of  
the paint deck. I started with the lightest  

colour in the entryway and worked my way to  
the darkest shade near the windows.”

ABOVE Custom linen 
drapes with a band of 
grey trim form a neutral 
backdrop to some bold 
living room furniture, 
including the persimmon-
coloured velvet ottoman.

BERGÈRE CHAIR, Grand 
Dukes Design and Uphol-
stery; custom DRAPERY, 
Your Sweet Home.

TOP RIGHT & RIGHT The 
simple, modern kitchen 

was already in place, so 
Natalie keeps it chic and 
clutter-free with a few 
well-chosen accessories. 
The stainless steel back-
splash is a practical finish 
that reflects light. One to 
mix high-end with low, 
Natalie paired a thrift-
shop tea set with a more 
expensive cutting board.

Copper-handled CUTTING 
BOARD, Crate and Barrel.

hen designer Natalie 
Chong, owner of Nest 

Design Studio, first saw the condo she 
shares with her fiancé, the space looked 
grim. “It had a frat-house vibe – the pre-
vious occupants had trashed the place,” 
she says. Thankfully, Natalie’s designer 
eye could see past the beat-up walls  
and flooring, and with some substantial 
wall patching and painting and floor 
repair, the 755-square-foot pad in down-
town Toronto began to take on the chic, 
sophisticated aesthetic it has now. 

Because the condo is a rental, Natalie 
selected paint, furniture and accessories 
that were either low cost or low commit-
ment. And anything she and her fiancé 
invested in, such as custom upholstered 
pieces, can be taken with them when 
they purchase their first home. 

The condo’s tricky layout also required 
creative thinking. The space is long and 
narrow, with large windows at one end, 
leaving the other side quite dim. To 
increase the feeling of light throughout, 
Natalie employed a colour trick on the 

W
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In the dining area, Natalie selected a round 
pedestal table with a leaf that can trans-
form it into a six seater when she and her 
fiancé entertain. Slipcovered armchairs 
make for a more comfortable alternative 
to basic dining seating and are practical in 
the event of spills. A leaning mirror takes 
up little floor space but has big impact. 

Whitestone 2134-60 WALL PAINT (left), Gull 
Wing Gray 2134-50 WALL PAINT (right), Benja-
min Moore; custom DINING CHAIR SLIPCOVERS, 
Grand Dukes Design and Upholstery; CONSOLE, 
HomeSense; hide RUG, MIRROR, sheepskin 
THROWS, IKEA; Seascapes series ARTWORK, 
Linelle LeMoine; PENDANT LIGHT, West Elm.
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walls: “Instead of using one hue, I used 
four different shades from one strip of 
the paint deck,” she explains. “I started 
with the lightest colour in the entryway 
and worked my way to the darkest 
shade near the windows.”

Natalie keeps the small space organ-
ized by using double-duty pieces that 
boast extra storage. For example, instead 
of incorporating a simple console in the 
tiny entryway, she utilized a shoe cab-
inet that acts as a tabletop for dropping 
keys, mail and other items. But it’s her 
flexibility that’s proven to be the best 
strategy for coping with tight living 
quarters: Natalie isn’t afraid to change 
things up if something’s not working. 

Since square footage is at a premium, 
anything that’s not performing in the 
space gets replaced with a more func-
tional item. But select pieces will cer-
tainly be making the cut when the couple 
decides to move on. “I had the sofa cus-
tom made, and it’s definitely coming with 
us!” says Natalie. We can’t wait to see 
what she does with more room.

FOR SOURCES, SEE OUR WORKBOOK

TOP LEFT A shoe cab-
inet stashes everyday 
footwear and creates  
a drop-off zone in the 
entry. Natalie upgra ded 
the hardware for a more 
sophisticated look.

SHOE CABINET, IKEA; 
MIRROR, TABLE LAMP,  
West Elm; KNOBS, Res-
toration Hardware.

ABOVE The low-profile 
bed frame makes sense 

in the small bedroom. 
The integrated night-
stand is a space-saving 
feature that looks mod-
ern and functions well.

Collingwood OC-28 WALL 
PAINT, Benjamin Moore; 
BED FRAME, RUG, IKEA; 
TOSS CUSHION with tas-
sels, Amber Interiors; ART-
WORK by Sarah Swanson, 
Shop Nest TO; Jonathan 
Adler zebra JEWELLERY 
DISH, Waiting on Martha.


